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EXERCISES
(U]

The function of poetry is to make the life of man more
full and real. It is to make him an independent hunter of the
facts by which men live—the facts of the world and the facts
of the universe. It enables him to escape out of the make-
believe existence of every day in which perhaps an employer
seems more huge and imminent than God, and to explore
reahity, where God and love and beauty and Jife and death
are seen in truer proportions and where the desire of the
heart is at least brought within sight of a goal. There are
critics who hold that it is enough to say that art offers us an
escaps from life. Art, however, offers us not only an escape
from life but an escape into life, and the first escape is of
importance anly if it leads to the second, .....We often
speak of the imagination as though it were a bnl!iam l'acuil?:y“

o S
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of lying: on the contrary, it is faculty by which not only do
we see and hear things that the eye cannot see or the ear hear
but which enables the eye to sec and ear 1o bear, things that
they did not see or hear before.

2

Tt is sometimes said that obcenity does not reside so much
i the thing said as in the manner in which it is said, But as -
i the case of blasphemy this interpretation is not borne out
by an examination of the works that have been subjected to
censorship. Thus the condemnation not so long agoe of such
plays as *Waste®, or ‘Ghosts’, or *Young Woodley®, or such
booksas ‘The Well of Loneliness' was not based on indecency
in the language used, but on the supposed social dangers of
anypublic discussion of the ideas dealt with, In any case, the
standards of decency vary greatly,

The advocacy of birth control was regarded as indecent a
generation ago; {t is so no longer. As far as the stage is con-
cerned, the official attitude tries to follow changes in public
opinfon, but, as Bernard Shaw pointed out, keeps always m
a respectful distance; say, twenty years behind it On the
whole, [ cannot but conclude that, since indecensy und ob-
scenity are vague and obscure notions, they are not matters
which can be effectively handled by the bluat hinery of
the law,

[&)] )

The second qualification required in the action of an erks
poemn is that it should be an entire action.

An action is entire when it is cnmple!c in el its parts; of,
as Aristolle describes it, uhcn it consists of a beginning, 3
middle, and anend.

Nothing should go bcrmc it, be intermixed with it, o7
follow after It, that i3 not related to it. As on the contraty, i@
single step should be omitted i that just and regular process
which it must be supposed to takefrom its original to its
consumatian,
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‘War has been variously explained by different writers and
schools of thought. Thus there are those who regard war as an
instrument whereby gods intervene in human affairs. Another
explanation of war is given in terms of what is called animism.-
By ammism is meant the universal tendency to attribute alt
events 1n the world to dehberate activity of para-human will
and the evil designs of neighbouring groups. Accordingly, all
happenings—thunderstorms, hurricanes, murders and other .
evils—are attributed to either the magic of a neighbouring
tribe or to the ill-will of demons and gods. This tendency of
suspecting neighbours for the evils that befall a peaple culmi-
nates tn war. It may, however, be noted that these causes are
not capable of rational apprehension and verification. Hence,
they cannot be regarded as satisfactory explanations of war.

)

The Ambassador, as he is the representative of his country,
has to take particular care that neither by his conduct, nor
by his talk does he bring discredit to his country, His style
of living, while not ostentatious or cxtravagant, has 10 be such
as to maintain his proper dignity. In appearance, behaviour .
and general contact with people, he should be careful not to
forget that his individual personality is submerged in that of
a representative of his country. This fact develops in many
people a pompous manner and a generally formalised be-
haviour. But even that is better than conduct and behaviour
which brings discredit to one’s couutry and makes it a laugh-
ing stock. To strike a happy mean between excessive fanuliar-
ity and disregard of conventions sometimes attempted by the
practitioners of New Diplomacy and the pomposity and un-
due attachment to the rule of protocot should be thc aim of
an Ambassador.
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